THE BATTLE OF THE MACAK.    2QJ
horses coupled together, finished oft1 at Loth ends this wall of soldiers.
The Barbarian army, on the contrary, had not been able to maintain its allignment. Its enormous length wavered and opened out gaps. All panted breathless from running. The phalanx swayed heavily as it thrust forward all its sarissas; under this tremendous weight the Mercenaries1 lines, too thin, gave way in the middle.
The Carthaginian wings spread out to seize them ; the elephants followed : with lances held obliquely the phalanx cut the Barbarians in two ; both tho enormous fragments were shaken ; the wings, with volleys of arrows and balls, drove them back against the phalangites. The cavalry failed to disengage itself, with the exception of two hundred Numidians, who charged the right squadron of the Clinabai'ians. All the others found themselves enclosed and could not escape from the lines. Destruction was imminent and a resolution urgent.
Spendius commanded an attack on the phalanx to be made simultaneously on the two flanks, to force a passage right through it. But the narrowest ranks glided within the longest ones, returned to their position, and the phalanx wheeled to meet the Barbarians, as terrible on its flanks as it had been just before on its front.
They struck against the shafts of the long sarissas ; the cavalry in the rear foiled their attack, and the phalanx, supported by the elephants, kept closing up and extending, and presented successively a square, a cone, a rhombus, a trapezium, and a pyramid. A double interior movement was continually being